








Wheelchair Basketball Junior Blitz
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Wheelchair Basketball Performance Pathways Programme
The wheelchair basketball performance programme, which  
is delivered in liaison with British Wheelchair Basketball 
(BWB), is concerned with developing and improving 
performance pathways in Northern Ireland which support 
talented local players to be selected for national teams.

NI Academy Programme: 
•	 �BWB National League Division 1 (North): The NI 

Academy team competed well in an extremely 
competitive tier of the national league, finishing  
a very respectable joint 4th place in the league.

•	 �BWB Women’s League Division 2 (North): In only  
its second year competing in the league, the NI  
Academy women’s team, under newly appointed  
coach Valene Ryan, competed extremely well in  
their series of fixtures, finishing 2nd in the league,  
which was a significant improvement from last  
year, where they finished mid table. 

•	 �2026 Commonwealth Games: Despite the uncertainty 
surrounding the hosting of the 2026 Commonwealth 
Games, Disability Sport NI continued to cautiously 
prepare for the 3x3 Wheelchair Basketball event,  
with a number of training camps taking place at  
Ulster University Jordanstown for both the men’s  
and women’s 3x3 programme.

BWB Women’s League Divison 2 North (Jenny Rutter Photographer)

NI Academy Wheelchair Basketball and Boccia Launch at Antrim Forum
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Talented Athlete Support: 
Wheelchair basketball staff continued to support the development of local talented  
wheelchair basketball athletes during the year with a focus on the following four athletes:

•	 �James MacSorley  
James was selected to represent the GB Men’s  
senior squad during the year, winning a gold medal  
in the European Championships and a silver medal  
at the World Championships. James also competed 
throughout the year for professional Club Bilbao in 
the Spanish League, while at the same time attending 
a number of GB camps in the build up to Paris 2024 
Paralympic Games. James was also presented with 
Queen’s University’s ‘Graduate Of The Year’ award  
and Belfast City Council’s ‘Disabled Athlete Of  
The Year’ Award during the year, which were  
both great personal achievements. 

•	 �Conn Nagle  
A Sport NI ‘Athlete Award’ of £5,000 was secured  
for Conn, who competed throughout the year for 
professional Club Amiccacci in the Italian League,  
while at the same time attending a number of GB  
camps in the build-up to the European Championship. 
Conn was also selected for the GB “A” squad which 
competed in a friendly competition against Germany.

•	 �Katie Morrow  
A Sport NI ‘Athlete Award’ of £5,000 was  
secured for Katie who regularly trained and  
competed with the GB Women’s Senior team  
and U25 team during the year in the build-up  
to the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games. Most  
notably she was pivotal in helping the GB  
squad secure a silver medal at the World  
Championships in Thailand.

•	 �Nathan McCabe  
Nathan trained and competed as part of  
numerous GB squads during the year, in  
particular playing for the GB U22 squad  
against Germany and the U30 GBR squad  
who secured a Gold Medal at the Kitakyushu  
Champions Cup in Japan.

Disability Sport NI Impact Report 2023-2024PAGE 22



Boccia Development 
This involved the organisation of a club development and performance programme for the sport  
of Boccia, funded by Sport NI’s Sport Systems Investment in Governing Bodies (SSIGB) programme. 
Boccia is a Paralympic sport developed for people with high levels of impairment.

Northern Ireland Competition Programme: 
Disability Sport NI continued to organise a number  
of local competitions and leagues sponsored by the  
Titanic Quarter Cycling Club as summarised below:

•	 �A newly introduced ‘NI Open Series’ programme of  
events was hosted at venues across Northern Ireland  
from September to November 2023.

•	 �The NI Boccia Championships took place in January at 
Belfast Boys Model School with 15 athletes competing 
across 6 different classifications. 

•	 �The NI Pairs League commenced in February 2024 with 
6 teams made up of 18 players. The first two league 
game days were organised at the University of Ulster 
Jordanstown campus and at Antrim Forum during 
February and March. 

Boccia Club Development Programme

Club Development: 
•	 �Ongoing support provided to Antrim All Stars, 

Bangor Boccia Club, Craigavon Boccia Club, NI 
Polio Federation and Lough Moss Boccia Club. 

Coach Education and Training: 
•	 �A Level 1 Coaching Award  

with 7 learners was held.

•	 �A Level 2 Coaching Award hosted in NI  
for the first time with 4 NI candidates.

•	 �2 Academy coaches enrolled on  
the Coach Advanced Programme.
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Boccia Performance Pathway Programme  
The Boccia performance pathway programme, which is delivered in 
liaison with Boccia UK, is concerned with developing and improving 
performance pathways in Northern Ireland which support talented  
local players to be selected for national teams. 

Claire Taggart at Disability Sport NI Boccia Challenger Event

Boccia Challenger Competition at Antrim Forum
•	 ��Scottish Open: 4 athletes competed winning 2 Bronze medals.

•	 �UK Championships: 4 athletes competed winning 1 Gold medal. 

•	 �3 athletes were supported to compete at the Leinster  
Championship winning 1 Bronze medal.

•	 �Irish Championships: 6 athletes competed winning 2 Gold,  
2 Silver and 1 Bronze medal.

•	 �3 athletes were supported to compete at the Disability  
Sport Wales Team & Pairs competition in Swansea.

�NI Academy Programme: 
Regular academy training sessions and camps, including a joint  
camp with Boccia Ireland at the Share Centre, Fermanagh and a  
joint camp with the Scottish Boccia Squad at Inverclyde Sports  
Centre, were organised throughout the year in preparation for  
the following key competitions:

In addition, the charity hosted a Boccia UK approved ‘NI Challenger’ 
competition for the second year running in Antrim Forum with 23 
players from Northern Ireland, Ireland, England, Wales and Scotland 
participating including 3 Internationally ranked players.
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��Claire Taggart:
•	 �Zagreb World Challenger - Individual Gold and Team Silver.

•	 Montreal World Cup - Individual Bronze and Team Bronze.

•	 �Povoa 2023 World Boccia Cup competition – group stage  
finish in pairs event.

•	 �European Championships – Individual Bronze and Team Silver.

•	 Fortaleza World Cup – Individual Gold.

��Robyn McBride:
•	 Zagreb World Challenger.

•	 Montreal World Cup.

•	 Heraklion 2023 World Boccia Challenger – quarter final finish.

•	 European Championships.

Talented Athlete Support: 
Boccia staff continued to provide support and advice to the  
following local talented athletes who were selected to compete  
with Boccia UK during the year at international competitions:

Robyn McBride at UK Boccia Championships

Claire Taggart - European Para Championships Bronze and Silver Medalist

Disability Sport NI Impact Report 2023-2024PAGE 25



Strategic Priority 3:  
Inclusive Sports Facilities  

To develop access services which encourage and support the development  
of sports facilities and outdoor places which are inclusive of disabled people. 

Disability Access Design and  
Management Guidelines
The charity has developed a suite of disability access  
design and management guidelines in recent years to  
inform best practice in the sports and leisure sector.

During the year an additional guide entitled ‘Accessible 
Sports Club Facilities Design Guidelines’ was produced.  
The guide will support clubs to make positive changes  
to their facilities, to improve accessibility and increase  
the number of disabled people who can get involved  
in their sport. The guide includes a comprehensive  
template to assist clubs making an action plan for  
change, which can be implemented over time.

Inclusive Sport Facility Accreditation
In partnership with All In Access Consultancy, the  
charity continued to encourage and support sports  
facilities throughout Northern Ireland to work towards 
achieving the organisation’s ‘Inclusive Sports Facility’  
(ISF) Accreditation Scheme which recognises sports 
facilities that meet optimum levels of good practice  
in terms of access for disabled people.

There are currently sixteen facilities in Northern Ireland  
that have achieved ISF Accreditation at a standard  
or excellence level and a further three sports facilities  
in three Council areas continue to work towards 
accreditation.
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Strategic Priority 4:  
Communications, Training and Engagement 

To inspire, facilitate and encourage disabled people to participate in sport and 
active recreation by engaging with disabled people and the broader community, 
by delivering inclusive training and by promoting the social model of disability. 

Marketing and Social Media
A comprehensive range of marketing and social  
media activities were implemented during the  
year in support of this strategic priority: 

•	 The continued development and formal launch of  
the new ‘Active Living No Limits’ disability sport 
opportunities website for Northern Ireland. 

•	 The successful management of information and news  
on the charity’s website and social media channels.

•	 PR activities around James MacSorley and GB  
Wheelchair Basketball at 2022 World Championships.

•	 PR activities for Claire Taggart following  
European Para Championships.

•	 Promotion of NI Wheelchair Basketball  
and Boccia Academy programmes.

•	 Promotion of Trailblazers Powerchair Football Club  
award of ‘Every Body Moves’ Club of the Month Award.

•	 The marketing, promotion and delivery of  
training courses and youth sport challenges.

Training and Education
Disability Sport NI delivered a range of training courses 
during the year, all designed to give volunteers, coaches, 
teachers and leisure services staff the knowledge and  
skills required to better include disabled people in sports 
and recreation opportunities. The charity also delivered  
a number of education based sports challenges designed  
to increase understanding of disability and challenge 
negative attitudes and misconceptions about disabled 
people. In total, 42 courses were delivered during the year. 

Active Living No Limits Website Launch at Malone House

Disability Sport NI Impact Report 2023-2024PAGE 27



Our three strategic outcomes:
•	 �A more equal and inclusive society, where more disabled 

people participate, compete and excel in sport and active 
recreation at a level of their choice.

•	 The improved health and wellbeing of disabled people.

•	 �Equality of access for disabled people to participate  
in sport and active recreation.

Active Living - The Sport and Physical Activity Strategy 
for Northern Ireland (Published March 2022) 

Research and Insight 
How we measure success
When developing its strategic plan for the 2020-2024  
period the charity decided to adopt the performance 
management system of ‘outcome-based accountability’ 
(OBA) to focus on impact rather than simply on  
activity levels.

During the 2023-24 financial year the charity  
used this OBA performance management system  
to demonstrate its success by producing an annual  
impact report and a series of OBA based ‘Insight  
Pieces’ produced on an ongoing basis which focus  
on different areas of the charity’s work. A range of  
‘Insight Pieces’ and an impact report for the year  
are available on the Disability Sport NI website   
www.dsni.co.uk 

During our new 4 year strategic planning cycle we will  
also measure how the implementation of our strategic  
plan has contributed to:

How much did we do?
How well did we do it?
Most importantly, is anyone better off?

In line with this performance management system,  
we evaluate each area of our charity’s work by using  
three OBA questions:
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Volunteers - GOGA Dance Roadshow

Volunteers
How we measure success
Disability Sport NI could simply not deliver its full range  
of programmes and services without the commitment  
of a dedicated team of volunteers. During the year,  
84 volunteers contributed a total of 1460 hours to the  
work of the charity. This involved a contribution from  
three types of volunteers as explained below:

Disability Sport NI would like to thank its volunteers  
for the very important and valuable contribution they 
continue to make to the work of the charity.  

Trustees and Honorary Presidents: 12 volunteers with a 
range of individual skills required to effectively oversee  
the governance and strategic direction of the charity.

Regular Volunteers: 54 volunteers who regularly help the 
charity deliver its range of local community sport and 
active recreation programmes as well as its wheelchair 
basketball and boccia competition programmes.

Casual Volunteers: 18 volunteers who helped the charity 
organise and deliver its community events programmes 
by supporting the organisation and delivery of one-off 
community sports competitions. 
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Strategic Priority 5:  
Governance and Income Generation

Achievements

Governance
Disability Sport NI continued to review and update  
its policies and procedures as required during the  
year, maintaining its ‘robust’ level of assurance  
from its main funder, Sport Northern Ireland.

Funding Uplift: 
A welcome uplift in funding was also secured from  
Sport NI for the last year of the current 4 year ‘core 
investment’ funding package. This was to take account  
of the negative impact that the COVID-19 Pandemic  
had on the charity’s ability to generate unrestricted  
income from long established training services, access 
services and community fundraising initiatives over  
the previous two years. The additional investment  
in the 2023-24 financial year was £78,777.

Representation: 
Disability Sport NI staff continued to positively influence 
relevant areas of policy development and partnership 
working by representing the interests of disabled people  
in Northern Ireland on the following key national 
organisations and committees during the year:

•	 Active Living: No Limits 2016-2021 Forum
•	 British Paralympics Association National  

Paralympic Committee (Paralympics GB)
•	 Boccia UK Board of Directors
•	 Home Nation Disability Sports Organisations’  

Chief Executive Officers Forum
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A full set of the charity’s audited accounts for the period  
is available on the Disability Sport NI website, however  
an overview of the organisation’s financial position for  
the year 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024 is provided below:

Total income for the financial year was £1,002,291  
compared with £847,145 in the previous year.

Total expenditure for the financial year was £967,007 
compared to £810,395 in the previous year.

There was a net surplus in the current year, after transfers,  
in the amount of £35,284. This comprised of a net surplus  
in unrestricted funds of £42,653 and a net deficit of £7,369  
in restricted funds. Total accumulated funds at the end  
of the year therefore increased from £397,662 to £432,946.

Restricted Funds held at the year-end amounted  
to £2,169 (2023: £9,538).

Unrestricted Funds 
The charity held unrestricted funds of £430,777  
at the year end, which includes £200,667 that can  
only be realised by disposing of tangible fixed assets.

The Board has designated £50,000 of the charity’s 
unrestricted funds to support the NI Boccia League 
(£15,000), WCBB (£20,000) and All-Out Trekking 
Programme (£15,000).

Note: The annual accounts exclude income and  
expenditure related to projects delivered through  
Disability Sport NI’s Community Interest Company  
(CIC), Live Active NI. Annual Accounts for Live  
Active NI are available on the Live Active NI website.

Chart 1 Income Figures

• Sport NI Core Grant 48.53%

• Sport NI Project Grants 29.23%

• Other Grants 7.55%

• Training Income 2.53%

• Other Income 11.08%

• Donations 0.54%

• Consultancy Income 0.55%

Chart 2 Expenditure Figures

• Performance Sport & Club Development 37.19%

• Community Participation & Competition 43.46%

• Training, Education & Volunteering 7.07%

• Communications & Engagement 5.55%

• Sports Facility Access 3.16%

• Strategic Planning and Policy Development 3.52%

• Fundraising Costs 0.03%

Annual Accounts
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Our Board of Directors and Staff 2023–2024

Honorary Presidents
Angela Hendra MBE
Dr Janet Gray MBE 

Directors
Patrick Marshall (Chairperson)

Jill Poots (Vice-Chairperson)

Barry Shannon 
David Cowan  
Gregory Neil Yarnall  
James David Rose  
Nicola Jane Woods  
Anthony Barclay (Resigned 21/11/23)

Michael Hilland (Resigned 21/11/23)

Stephen Friel (Resigned 21/11/23)

Staff  
Chief Executive’s Team
Kevin O’Neill, Chief Executive

Anita O’Connor, Administrator  

Linda Moody, Finance and Governance Manager 

(Resigned May 2023)  

Mark Montgomery, Communications,  

Training and Engagement Lead

Caitlin Kelly, Engagement & Training Officer

Community Sport Team
Aubrey Bingham, Community Sport Manager

Colleen Connolly, Inclusive Sports and Leisure Officer 

David Purdy, Active Recreation Officer 

Martin Quick, GOGA Project Officer -  

Appointed 01/06/2023

Niall Irwin, Active Recreation Officer, Mid and East Antrim  

Barbara Redmond, Hub Activity Leader (P/T)

Performance Pathways Team
Rhian McCarroll, Performance Pathways Manager  

Danny Cooper, Performance Pathway Officer 

Wheelchair Basketball  

Judith Cooper, Inclusive Pathways Officer  

Pablo Córdoba Huertos, Development Officer 

Wheelchair Basketball 

Terry Conroy, Performance Pathway Officer Boccia  

Ryan McQuillan, Development Officer Boccia and 

Wheelchair Basketball

Live Active NI CIC  
Directors and Staff 

Directors
Paddy Marshall
Kevin O’Neill
Aubrey Bingham

Staff
Sonia Langasco, Projects and Services Manager*

* �Transferred from Live Active NI to Disability Sport  

NI July 2023  
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We would like to 
acknowledge the  
support of the  
following funders  
during the year:

Funders
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Disability Sport NI 
Unit G, Curlew Pavilion 
Portside Business Park 
189 Airport Road West 
Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 028 9046 9925
Textphone: 028 9046 3494
Email: email@dsni.co.uk
www.dsni.co.uk


