
Summary of project
•	Following the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 

Games, and the subsequent confirmation of the Victoria 
Commonwealth Games 2026, a decision was made to 
continue to offer Northern Irish pathway athletes an 
outlet to compete regularly and at a higher level than 
the Northern Ireland domestic league. 

•	With this in mind, the Northern Ireland Academy 
entered a mixed male and female team into the BWB 
National League at Division 1 (North) level and a female 
only team into the BWB Women’s League at Division 2 
level. 

•	The BWB Division 1 (North) competition comprised of 
regular Home and Away fixtures against teams from the 
North of England and Scotland.  

•	The BWB Women’s League competition comprised of 3 
central days, hosted in venues across mainland UK with 
back to back fixtures. 

•	The 2022/2023 season was the first experience of both 
competitions, but the success and development seen 
amongst the playing group gave rationale to continue 
this within the 2023/2024 season. 

Outcomes 
delivered
•	One full season has been 

fully completed (22/23)

•	A second season is 
underway (23/24)

•	20 Players engaged with 
BWB competition (10 
Males and 10 Females)

•	3x Coaches engaged with 
BWB competitions

•	4x Players engaged with 
GBR squads/pathway

•	2x Players playing 
professionally abroad
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Being involved allows us to explore 
more about the sport outside of NI 
and allows people to see the quality 
of players of similar sports class.
WC

A predominantly Women’s League is 
nice, and gives the girls a chance to 
play against other women.
VR

Successes
•	Appropriate and regular competitive 

opportunities for Northern Irish Athletes 

•	Upskilling Referees and Table Officials

•	Coach development opportunities for 
Coaches

•	Closer links to and awareness of BWB 
competitive structures. 

•	Increase in playing levels, standards and 
experiences

•	An outlet for Northern Irish athletes 
to play the sport at a higher level and 
standard

•	Access to female-only competitive 
opportunities.

Future Development/
Lessons Learned
•	This has developed DSNI’s 

knowledge into Team travel and 
competition structure.

•	In terms of future development, an 
area of growth would be extending 
similar competitive opportunities to 
under-age/under-18 players further 
down the pathway.

Conclusions/Impact
•	This has enabled a huge growth 

and learning opportunity across the 
whole sporting pathway, both on 
and off the court across; Players, 
Coaches, Officials, Staff, Clubs.
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Challenges
•	Transport – Access appropriate and 

available flights and coach travel has 
posed some challenges; however, all these 
challenges have been overcome. 

•	Finance – This development would not be 
possible without Sport NI and National 
Lottery Support

•	Scheduling – Challenges exist around 
the Wheelchair Basketball Calendar and 
clashes with CWG/GBR events. 

Who is better off and how
•	Athletes have had a positive on-court 

experience, playing at a higher level of 
Wheelchair Basketball. 

•	Off the court, athletes have also gained 
key life-skills, linked to independent travel 
and self-care. 

•	People within the sports workforce 
have also been exposed to higher-level 
and regular, competitive opportunities, 
testing and developing their skills and 
knowledge. 	
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