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Summary of project

* Following the success and growth of the Wheelchair
Basketball Community in Northern Ireland over the last
7 years it has been recognised that in order to sustain
and improve the sport locally, it was important to focus
more attention on developing the junior game.

» Historically, one club in Northern Ireland had a junior
wheelchair basketball section. As a result of this the NI
Knights were forced to travel to the Republic of Ireland
to access appropriate competition for their junior
players.

* The SSIGB funding has allowed DSNI to employ a
part time development officer to focus on developing
junior Wheelchair Basketball in NI. Part of this role is
to deliver appropriate junior competition for the WB
community.

* In 2023/24 DSNI hosted two junior wheelchair
basketball blitz which were both held in Cookstown LC
with the themes being inclusion and fun.

* We used a small sided games approach where players
played alongside peers from other clubs. Games were
played cross court and conditions were placed to
ensure all players were involved throughout.
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Outcomes
delivered

e 2 junior competiton
opportunities delivered

* Exposure to competition
for 22 juniors

* More opportunities for
junior players to play
against others of similar
age/ ability

» Greater promotion of
the junior game across
Northern Ireland.

Who is better off
and how

* Junior players are
accessing competition
outside of their club
training.

* Clubs can introduce
players to competition
from a younger age.

* Wheelchair Basketball in
NI is now stronger with the
introduction of NI junior
wheelchair basketball
competition.
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Challenges

* Finding a venue that is central to all clubs
in order to limit travel time/ distance as
much as possible.

* Ensuring competition level reflects the
player. ability/ age

* Hosting competitions on a date that
suits clubs and doesn’t clash with other
wheelchair basketball/ DSNI activity.

See our Juniors in action

https:/bit.ly/4eyRUZZz

| really enjoyed the whole day.
It was very inclusive, | enjoyed
the matches against other
players and showing smaller
kids my skills. | love that you
are highlighting us young
people trying this sport.

Sarah, Causeway Giants junior
player

Successes

* Regular local competition for U-18
wheelchair basketball players.

» Positive competition environment and
experiences for junior players.

e Develops more awareness of the sport
with NI.

* Develops a sense of belonging for junior
players and enhances the connection
within the wider wheelchair basketball
community in NI.

» Strengthens the wheelchair basketball
competition structure in NI allowing for
appropriate competition at every age.

Conclusions/Impact

* We have made positive first steps
into developing our junior structures
attar this first year. There has been
some good learnings form the initial
junior game days that will shape
future competition structure. Most
importantly those junior players that
were involved have had positive
experiences.

Future Development

* The landscape of junior competition
will be ever evolving, players
accessing the sport will lead to
the change of the structure with
separate activities for 14-18 and 8-13
year olds.


https://youtu.be/b9-XCJG_Dp4?feature=shared
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TESTIMONIALS

Having a competitive program
for junior wheelchair basketball
teams within Northern Ireland |
feel is crucial because it fosters
growth, development, and a
sense of accomplishment among
players. It provides motivation
for them to improve their

skills, teamwork, and strategy,
pushing them to reach their full
potential. | feel that having this
competitive platform encourages
valuable life lessons such as
resilience, sportsmanship, and the
importance of hard work | also
feel it helps to create a strong
sense of community and a strong
bond among players, coaches,
and supporters, enhancing the
overall experience of participating
in the sport of wheelchair
basketball. Overall, | feel that a
competitive program gives junior
wheelchair basketball players
something meaningful to strive
towards, both on and off the
court.

.

It was great to attend a number of DSNI/
junior wheelchair basketball blitzes
over the last few months in Cookstown.
These were well attended and superbly
run events that the NI Knights juniors
benefitted socially and competitively
from. It was great for them all to train
in a formal environment, along with
referees to enhance their knowledge
and enjoyment of the sport.

I hope DSNI continue to run these
excellent events.

It was a very interesting day
and playing with juniors rather
than adults was an enjoyable
experience for me. | really
enjoyed the drills that was set
up and showing off my skills. On
the whole | found it to be a very
positive experience!




