

Draft 

Minutes of the 27th Annual General Meeting of Disability Sport NI (DSNI)
Held on Tuesday 30th September 2025 at 7.00pm
Dunsilly Hotel, Antrim

In Attendance:

Directors:

Paddy Marshall (Chairperson)
Nicola Woods

Honorary President:

Janet Gray, Honorary President and Meteor Waterski Club

Auditor:  

Paul Dolan, Finegan Gibson Ltd  
Accountant:

Peter Connon, Connon Associates

Funder

Members:

Antrim All Stars: Caroline Millar, Michael Whiteley, Adam, Graham & Jo Cummings, Mel and Eva

Bangor Boccia Club: Paul Morrison, Susie McCann, Joshua McCann, Avril, Alan and Jayne Milligan, Timothy Roy

Causeway Crushers: Richard McCook and Ralph McCook

Con Magees All Stars, Glenravel: Claire McAleenan, Olive Scullion, Pauline Speer, Claire Kerr

Craigavon Lakers: Sarah Cousins

Individual Honorary Member: Michael McAteer

Knights WBC: Sarah Beattie, Mary, McCabe, Nathan McCabe, Mark Fenton, Lisa Boyle

Lightning PFC: Jason Browning, Alan Browning

Lisburn 2gether SO Club: Terry Conroy
NI Disability Darts: Tommy Dillon, Ken Telford

NI Polio Fellowship: Margaret Rooney, William Auld, Susan Weir, Alan Weir
Portadown Panthers: Eilidh Gilmour, Karen Flack

RDA NI: Celia McMorran

South-West Storm WBC: Andrew Dunne

The Brain Injury Foundation: Olive Hawthorne, Christine Davidson

Trailblazers PFC: Reuben and Stephen Walls

Michael McAteer, Honorary Individual Member

Award Recipients:

Jayne Milligan, Boccia Club Person of the Year
Caroline Millar, Boccia Official of the Year

Sarah Beattie, Wheelchair Basketball Club Person of the Year 
Portadown Panthers Tag Rugby Club, Inclusive Club Award Winners – Disability Category 

Coalisland Fianna GFC, Inclusive Club Award Winners – Mainstream Category  

Staff In Attendance:
Kevin O’Neill, Chief Executive and Company Secretary

Alan Crooks, Performance Pathways Manager (Maternity Cover)

Anita O’Connor, Administrator

Aubrey Bingham, Community Sport Manager

Danny Cooper, Performance Pathway Officer (Wheelchair Basketball)
Davey Purdy, Active Recreation Officer
Judith Cooper, Performance Officer

Mark Montgomery, Communications, Engagement & Training Lead

Pablo Cordoba Huertos, Development Officer (Wheelchair Basketball)

Ryan McQuillan, Club Development Officer 
Sonia Langasco, Communications and Services Manager
Terry Conroy, Performance Pathway Officer (Boccia)
Guests
Angharad Moore, Sport NI
Jane O’Neill

John McElhatton, WereWolves BC 
	1.
	Chairman’s Welcome


	Action

	
	Paddy Marshall introduced himself as Chair and welcomed everyone to the 27th Annual General Meeting of Disability Sport NI.
He explained that prior to the AGM Kyle McRoberts, from the Progressive Building Society had presented a number of grants to several Disability Sport NI member clubs and thanked the Progressive Building Society for their continued support of Disability Sport NI.

	

	2.
	Apologies


	

	
	Apologies were received from:
Directors:

David Cowan

Greg Yarnall
Jim Rose (Vice-Chair)

Members:

Gillian McAdam, Belfast Lough Sailability
Keith Gibson, IFA

Lisa Wheeler, Archery GB (NI Branch)

Olive Rodgers, RNIB
Disability Sport NI Staff:

Colleen Connolly

Martin Quick
Niall Irwin
Award Recipients
Wiktor Motykowski Wheelchair Basketball Official of the Year  
	


	3.
	Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting
	

	
	The minutes of the 26th Annual General Meeting held in Dunsilly Hotel, Antrim on 1st October 2024 were proposed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by Janet Gray, seconded by Caroline Millar and unanimously agreed.

	

	4.
	Matters Arising
	

	4.1
	Item 7: Recommendation to appoint Michael McAteer as an Honorary Individual Member of DSNI:  Paddy was pleased to update that following the recommendation at last year’s AGM Michael had accepted the appointment and he was in attendance at tonight’s event.

	

	4.2
	There were no other matters arising.
	

	5.
	Trustees Report and Financial Statements April 2024-March 2025
	

	5.1    
	Trustees Report and Financial Statements – Paul Dolan, Finegan Gibson Ltd
The Trustees Report and Financial Statements which were circulated in advance of the AGM are also available on our website.

Paddy Marshall introduced the charity’s Auditor, Paul Dolan from Finegan Gibson who presented an overview of the charity’s financial position for year 2024-245.
Decision:   There were no queries on the above, so the Trustees Report and Financial Statements were unanimously approved by members.

	

	5.2
	Impact Report 2024-2025 – Kevin O’Neill, Chief Executive
	

	
	Kevin explained that in addition to the Annual Trustees Report and Financial Statements the charity had also produced a more user-friendly ‘Impact Report’ for the year, which included a range of photos, videos and participant quotes.   
Kevin then presented an overview of the report highlighting the charity’s key achievements during the year. He encouraged members to access the full report on the charity’s website.

	

	5.3
	Chairperson’s Comments – Paddy Marshall 
	

	
	Paddy thanked Paul from Finegan Gibson and Kevin for their presentations and said he was pleased with the charity’s positive financial position.

He explained that work had commenced during the year to address the unprecedented drop in sports participation among disabled people in Northern Ireland. This had involved the development and launch of the All Equal All Active ‘Call to Action’ campaign at the beginning of 2025. The five-point Call to Action aims to put pressure on key stakeholders, including government departments and agencies, to support the provision of more sports and recreation opportunities for disabled people throughout Northern Ireland. This campaign work will continue throughout the 2025–26 period.

During the year, work also continued to secure funding and support for the implementation of the 2024–28 Strategic Plan. However, Disability Sport NI is currently receiving the same level of funding as in the previous year, which presents significant challenges for the charity in meeting rising costs.
Paddy thanked all of Disability Sport NI’s funders for their continued support, noting that a full list of the charity’s funders was included in the Impact Report. In particular, he expressed his sincere thanks to the charity’s main core funder, Sport NI.

He was also pleased to report that the Progressive Building Society had confirmed funding for a further five years. He also confirmed that Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council had provided funding for a further three years to support two Disability Sport NI officers working on sports participation projects in the council area.

	

	6.
	Appointment of Auditors 
	

	
	Proposal to reappoint Finegan Gibson Ltd as auditors for 2025-26.
Decision: The recommendation to reappoint Finegan Gibson as auditors was proposed by Caroline Millar, seconded by Janet Gray and unanimously agreed by members.

	

	7
	Annual Awards Presentation for 2024-25

	

	7.1
	Inclusive Club Award – Disability Sports Club of the Year 
The award was presented to representatives of the Portadown Panthers Tag Rugby. It was noted that the club had upskilled a number of its coaches through disability inclusion training and had established a scheme whereby players from the 1st XV team assist with the tag rugby training sessions once a month.

To support the full integration of disabled players into club activities, the group also competed alongside their non-disabled peers at a recent Tag Rugby Festival and were fully involved in the club’s recent tour to Donegal.

To round off a successful year, the club was also invited to participate in an IRFU/Energia promotional video highlighting and promoting disability rugby.

	

	7.2
	Inclusive Club Award – Mainstream Sports Club of the Year
The award was presented to representatives of Coalisland Fianna GFC. It was noted that, from small beginnings, the club has grown to provide weekly training for 30 children.

The club offers a wide range of inclusive sporting activities, including running, walking and spinning sessions, which are open to everyone. Prior to starting its disability programme, the club invested in upskilling its coaches by linking with the Southern Trust Communications and Language Department to access specialist communications training, including Makaton.

The club has also invested in specialist equipment, established a sensory room and improved access to its spectator stand for wheelchair users.

As a positive by-product of the club’s work, its commitment to inclusion has also inspired a local running club to introduce a 400-metre run for children with disabilities and additional needs as part of its annual running festival.

	

	7.3
	Wheelchair Basketball Club Person of the Year Award
The award was presented to Sarah Beattie from the Knights WBC. It was noted that Sarah works feverishly behind the scenes as a committee member, organising finances, venue training, officiating, as well as being instrumental in the club’s recent 35th Year Celebration event. Sarah is very supportive of the junior/development players ensuring there is a next generation of wheelchair basketball players coming through into the sport.  

	

	7.4
	Boccia Club Person of the Year Award

The award was presented to Jayne Milligan. It was noted that Jayne began her involvement with Bangor Boccia Club as a player and volunteer coach. Following an increase in club membership, she also took on a committee role, further strengthening her contribution to the club.

Jayne’s commitment to Boccia in Northern Ireland has been outstanding. As a current NI Boccia Academy player, she brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the sport, which she uses to support and inspire new players as they begin their own boccia journey.

	

	7.5
	Wheelchair Basketball Official of the Year Award

The award was presented to Pablo Cordoba Huertos on behalf of Wiktor Motykowski, who was unable to attend the event.

It was noted that Wiktor has been a dedicated referee for many years, supporting wheelchair basketball at all levels, including the NI League, GB Division 1, Celtic Cup, NI Academy camps and 3x3 events. Testament to his commitment to the sport, he has also regularly stepped in to officiate local weekly friendly games.

Wiktor is highly respected by players, coaches and fellow officials alike. His knowledge, consistency and willingness to support the game have made him a valued member of the wheelchair basketball community. As one senior player remarked, Wiktor is “NI’s No. 1 referee.”
	

	7.6
	Boccia Official of the Year Award

The award was presented to Caroline Millar, in recognition of her outstanding commitment to Boccia officiating over the past 10 years.

As a Level 3 official, Caroline serves as Head Referee at the DSNI Open Championships and League. She has also officiated at two UK Championships and the recent DSNI Challenger event.

In addition to her own officiating commitments, Caroline plays an important role in supporting the development of newer officials. She generously invests her time and experience in mentoring and encouraging those coming through the officiating pathway, helping to ensure its continued sustainability and growth.

	

	8
	Any Other Business
	

	8.1
	Thank You:  Honorary President, Janet Gray congratulated everyone on a very successful year and thanked Kevin, Paddy, the Directors and staff for all their great work during the year. 


	

	9
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	Date to be agreed in due course and circulated to members.

	


Signed:  
_______________________        Date:
    _______________________
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